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ture shock

Michael Idinopulos,
left, and Ken
Goldberg use
Web-connected
robots to pose
age-old questions
about reality

If you're looking at a perfect replica of the Mona Lisa, does it matter that it's not the real paint-
ing? If so, why? These are the kinds of questions philosophers have been asking since the

SEEDS OF days of the ancient Greeks, in a field called epistemology—the study of knowledge itself—

and it's being revisited with a high-tech twist by some researchers at the University of Cali-

DOU BT fornia, Berkeley. Professor Ken Goldberg is compiling a book that examines how the Inter-

14 www.timedigital.com

net challenges rules about what is “authentic” or how we

know what we see on the Net is genuine. “The Net is an
anonymous medium, which means there is huge potential for decep-
tion,” Goldberg says. “How do we know what's real when we see it on
the Internet? What is valid evidence?” Goldberg started tackling these

bot to plant and water seeds in a real garden. “People
started writing in, asking, ‘How do we know this is a real
garden? How do we know we're actually planting these
seeds?’” Good questions, Goldberg thought—and in
his book The Robot in the Garden, due from M.1.T. Press
next year, he’ll let various artists, scientists, historians
and philosophers tackle them.
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