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Epistemology is the study of
what we know and how we
know it. How does a viewer
know that a television broad-
cast of astronauts landing on
the moon is authentic? Such
questions become more inter-
esting with the Web.

WWW telerobotic cameras
allow viewers to choose a
desired viewpoint. Deter-
mined skeptics might ques-
tion whether these images
are live. However, consider
a telerobotic apparatus on the
Web that allows users to view
and manipulate a remote
environment (e.qg., telegarden
.aec.at). The ability to alter
what is being viewed fosters
confidence by introducing
a Turing Test for episte-
mology. But still, nothing is

certain.
Telepistemology  When
percep-
By Ken Goldberg tion is
and Sue Spaid mediated

with electronic images that
purport to be live, the term
telepistemology might
describe the corresponding
study of what we know and
how we know it.

Ken Goldberg (www.ieor.berkeley.edu
/~goldberg) teaches engineering. Sue
Spaid is a curator and teaches aesthetics.
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